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Jerry, a 4-year-old yellow lab, returns with a tennis ball in the
Mitchell Park dog exercise area.

A day at the park

Plenty of options
available to get Fido
exercise and find friends

By Kirsten Klahn

Special to The Freeman

BROOKFIELD — Looking
for a fun place to take your
four-legged friend? There are
plenty of great places right in
your backyard.

There are a number of dog
exercise areas throughout the
county, including Nashotah
Park, W330-N5113 Highway C,
Nashotah and Mukwonago
Park’s new addition, W325-
S9925 Beulah Road.,Mukwon-
ago. There are also areas at
Brookfield’s Mitchell Park
and Minooka Park in Wauke-
sha.

There is no extra fee for the
dog exercise areas, which are
open the same hours as the
parks, sunrise to 10 p.m. year-
round.

But make sure you and your
pet mind your manners.

First, it’s important to keep
in mind that not all dogs
should be going to dog parks,
said Khris Erickson a
humane educator at the
Humane Animal Welfare
Society of Waukesha County;,
701 Northview Road, Wauke-
sha.

“If a dog doesn’t socialize
well, the worst thing you can
do is bring them to a dog
park,” she said. “It can create
aggression problems.”

If your dog does do well at
parks, however, there are a
few key etiquette rules to fol-
low.

Make sure your dog takes
play breaks, Erickson said.
Even if it’'s only for two to
three seconds, it lets their
adrenaline drop.

“You want to make sure you
don’t let them play nonstop,”
she said. “If they become
overstimulated, a spat can
break out. Just ask for a sit, or
have your dog walk around
for a few minutes.”

It’s also important to make
sure you and your dog respect
the other pets and owners at
the park, said Heather Gehrke
executive director of the Elm-
brook Humane Society, 20950
Enterprise Ave., Brookfield.

“Make sure you’re supervis-
ing your dog,” Gehrke said.
“Don’t use this time as a

means to not be mindful of
your pet. It’s important to stay
on top of what’s going on.”

If an area is fenced in, be
careful when entering or leav-
ing the park, she said. Other-
wise, owners could be unin-
tentionally letting other dogs
out of the park. And, of
course, always make sure
you're cleaning up after your
pet, Gehrke said.

Don’t stand right by the dog
park’s entrance, either, Erick-
son said. Since it’s a high-traf-
fic area, a new dog entering
the park can feel over-
whelmed by a group of dogs
playing by the entrance, possi-
bly resulting in altercations.

And, leave prong or chain
collars at home, Erickson
said.

“A lot of dogs will grab on
to collars when playing, and
it’s very dangerous with
prong and chain collars,” she
said. “You then have a situa-
tion where two dogs are pan-
icking, and that’s not a safe
thing.”

When you go to a dog park,
make sure you’re in tune
with your dog, Gehrke said.
First, monitor the amount of
exercise your dog is getting.
If they’re becoming tired or
irritated, it may be time to
call it a day, she said.

It’s also important to
understand that your dog
doesn’t always want to play
with others, Gehrke said.

“Your dog can enjoy exer-
cise and dog parks, but not
want to play with dogs. They
can use that time to explore
and smell,” she said.

Always check on munici-
palities’ websites to ensure
you're following city ordi-
nances, Gehrke said. Know
when it’s time to leave, par-
ticularly if your dog is tired,
starting to fight, or is being
bullied.

It’s also normal for your
dog to not get along with
every other dog, Gehrke
said.

“Just like people, not
everybody loves each other,”
she added. “We want our
dogs to get along with every-
body, but it isn’t always the
case, and that’s OK.”
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Five dogs do a long sit during obedience trials July 25 at the Waukesha Kennel Club dog show.The dogs’s owners left the arena
for several minutes as the dogs remained sitting. Experts says that investing in training can create a strong bond between a dog

and its owner.

Old dogs and new tricks

Dog training helps owner/pet relationship

By Jordyn Noennig

Special to the Freeman

Man’s best friend
deserves matchless treat-
ment since it will be there
for its owner through years
to come, and getting a dog
to be well behaved is in
Fido’s best interest, as well
as his owner’s.

Lisa Schmick from Best
Paw Forward, 1005
Richards Road, Suite 5,
Hartland, says that dog
training is an important
investment to make.

“When you think of how
many years you will have
your dog, you really want a
good, well- mannered dog,”
Schmick said.

While it is common to
think dog training means
teaching dogs to under-
stand basic “sit”, “stand”,
and “walk” commands, dog
training also includes
many more lessons impor-
tant for a happy dog.

Best Paw Forward offers
a Puppy Kindergarten
course where dogs are
simply taught how to
interact properly with oth-
ers.

“It’s important because
when we take them (dogs)
out of their litters they
stop their social activity,”
Schmick said.

Steve Terwilliger from
Waukesha-based Rogue
Dog Training offers basic
group obedience classes
and said that it is “great
for the socialization of
pets.”

Terwilliger also stresses
the importance of correct-
ing bad or aggressive
behavior, citing his most
common course is prob-
lem behavior correction.

“There’s a statistic that
shows almost all dogs in
shelters have not received
proper obedience train-
ing,” Terwilliger said.
“Being proactive and help-
ing reduce chances of
dogs being relinquished is
why I do this.”

Trainers encourage
courses as fun bonding
time for owners and their

pets.

Trainers also emphasize the importance
of positive reinforcement. Instead of training a
dog with a harsh tone or a spank when it does
something wrong, owners should reward it
when he or she responds correctly to a com-
mand. When the dog is rewarded it is more
likely to do that action again.

Other courses offered by
Best Paw Forward include
dog agility and sport class-
es. They also have courses
to train dogs to be therapy
pets.

Trainers also emphasize
the importance of positive
reinforcement. Instead of
training a dog with a harsh
tone or a spank when it
does something wrong,

owners should reward it
when he or she responds
correctly to a command.
When the dog is rewarded
it is more likely to do that
action again.

“You always want to
reward with dogs,” said
Schmick.

Terwilliger also uses
reward based training. He
says that his training

involves reward giving or
taking away and sometimes
uses what he calls function-
al rewards.

“For example, I'll allow
the dog to get closer to
another dog on the street as
areward,” Terwilliger said.

Both Terwilliger and
Schmick say dog training is
one of the best ways for a
dog to create a strong rela-
tionship with it’s owner.

Resources

B For Best Paw Forward
go online to BestPawFor-
ward.net or call 262-369-
3935.

B For Rogue Dog Train-
ing go online to roguedog-
training.com, call 262-409-
5901 or email Terwilliger at
roguedogtraining@gmail.c
om.
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* Raw Frozen Diets
e All Natural Treats
* Aromatherapy & Homeopathics
* Flower Essences
* Fun Toys, Collars, Leashes & Bowls
* Clothing & Unique Items for the Pet Lover!

Over 35 Varieties

Ask about all our
Frequenl Buyer
Programs!

of Holistic
Pet Foods
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T
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one regular
priced item!

Not valid with other offers, coupons or on any bag
or can food items for dogs, cafs, wild birds & horses.
Limit 1-fime use per person. Please present coupon.

Not valid on any Carousel Saddlery items.
FRIENDS OF NATURE
Expiration Date 9/30/14 Freeman

Genesee Depot

\,

* 262-968-3333
W309 54837 Commercial Dr. off Hwy. 59, just west of Hwy. 83

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-8pm e Saf. 8am-5pm e Sun. 9am-3pm

/' If Animals Use It...
' We Carry R...

Authorized Dealer for:

e Nutrena Feeds & Buckeye Feeds

e Wild Bird Seed, Feeders, Poles,
Suets, Books, Bird Feeding Supplies

* Horse Feed, Tack, Grooming Supplies,
Pine Shavings, Stall Supplies

¢ Dog & Cat Foods, Pet Beds, Treats,
Rawhides, Leads, Collars, Toys

e Small Animal Feeds & Supplies,
Domestic Bird Supplies, Gifts, Cards

it $500 off

any purchase
of $35 or more

Not valid with other offers or coupons. Limit
1-time use per person. Please present coupon.

FRIENDS OF NATURE
Expiration Date 9/30/14 Freeman

I¥’s Priced Right!

Visit us
on-line at
Wwww.fonfeed.com
for maps, info &
Special offers!

Oconomowoc ¢ 262-567-2699
W359 N5920 Brown St.

15% off

all Dog or
Cat Toys!

Not valid with other offers or coupons. Limit
1-time use per person. Please present coupon.

FRIENDS OF NATURE
Expiration Date 9/30/14 Freeman

239415003

Join thousands of people and

dogs at the 7th Annual Wagfest!

SEPT. 6TH

- FREE Admission
- FREE Parking

- THREE Full Lure Courses

- Food, Beverage, & Retail Vendors

- Dog Activities

- LIVE MUSIC with Joe Richter
and those Fabulous Tremtones

and MORE!!!
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hurmane society
Friends for Life,
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Mitchell Park,
Brookfield

For more information:
Visit www.ebhs.org
Call 262-782-9261
Stop in at 20950 Enterprise Ave.
Brookfield, WI
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